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 We are heading 
into the home stretch! It 
is unbelievable how 
quickly a school year goes 
by? There are some inter-
esting events taking place 
right now. We have a new 
Governor? If Governor 
Patterson can weather the 
storm created by his past, 
teachers and NYSUT will 
potentially have a strong 
supporter in Albany. 
David Patterson is a long 
time friend of NYSUT 
and has consistently sup-
ported our initiatives as a 
state legislator and Dep-
uty Governor. Although 
the Governorship can 
change people, we antici-
pate having the strongest 
advocate in many years 
living in the Governor�s 
mansion. Another state 
level issue of note is the 
introduction of a new law 
regarding tenure. NYSUT 
is heavily involved in this 
legislation, but so is the 
State B.O.E. Association. 
It is worth keeping an eye 
on. 

 There are several 
important issues that are 
swirling around the dis-
trict. The administration 
has initiated a review of all 
employee attendance re-
cords. This movement is 

taking place throughout 
the state as a result of sev-
eral decisions made by the 
Commisioner of Educa-
tion that were favorable to 
school districts. At this 
point, the district�s actions 
are not disciplinary and 
within their rights as an 
employer. If the situation 
escalates, the RTA will 
take appropriate action to 
protect the rights of our 
members. By now, every-
one has experienced the 
joys of the extended days. 
These days were negoti-
ated in lieu of additional 
calendar days that might 
impact our starting date 
and vacations. Also, it was 
seen as a way to assist the 
Elementary and Middle 
School levels in grading 
state exams. There are 
kinks! Hopefully after this 
first year experience, we 
can improve on the execu-
tion of these days. If these 
days do not accomplish 
what we intended, then 
obviously we will go in a 
different direction next 
negotiations. Also, the 
Journal News, the paper 
of RECK-ORD, has de-
cided that it is in the best 
interest of society to print 
the names, salaries, and 
possibly birthdates of all 

municipal employees on 
their website. This will 
come out around May. 
The RCTA has discussed a 
county wide short term 
boycott of the Journal 
News (to hit them in the 
wallet) to protest their 
action, especially since it is 
around budget time. It was 
also suggested that it is 
sometimes better to just 
ignore a paper of the Jour-
nal News�s stature? I will 
keep you informed. 

 I want to thank all 
of our members who do-
nated sick leave to the 
RTA sick bank. It is much 
appreciated. Also, the 
RTA will be a sponsor for 
several events this spring 
and summer: The Reach 
Foundation Fun Run and 
the Rich Bosco Memorial 
Golf tournament in June, 
as well as the Joe Grasso 
Memorial Golf Tourna-
ment in July. A strong 
RTA presence at these 
events is needed. You will 
receive more information 
regarding these events in 
the upcoming weeks. Re-
member its VOTE/
COPE time again. There 
is no better way to protect 
your rights and your pen-
sions! 

Solidarity forever! 
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V I O L A  SC HO O L  
J E N  BU T L E R  

 Hello from Viola! Hope 
everyone is enjoying the arrival of 
spring! Springtime always means 
babies here at Viola.  We are await-
ing many new arrivals! Meghan 
Giannini and her husband, An-
thony, are expecting their first child 
on May 24th. Allison Cappiello and 
her husband, William, are expecting 
their first on June 11th and have 
been busy picking out all the blue 
clothing. And last, but not least, 
Melani Hampel and her husband, 
Brian, are also expecting a new 
bundle of joy in August.  

 

 Our �growing� babies have 
been busy as well. Ro Kearney�s 
son, Jack, is a crawling maniac who 
tries to get out of his crib in the 
morning while saying �dada� and 
blowing raspberries!   Janet 
Buchbinder�s daughter, Raina, is 
looking forward to a milestone 
when they celebrate her bat mitz-
vah on March 29. My two sons, 
Brady and Rowan, have been learn-
ing to co-exist together this year 
and have been keeping us on our 
toes! We are busy preparing for 
Brady�s fourth birthday and 
Rowan�s first birthday which are 

both coming soon!  

 Lorinda Sanford celebrated 
a professional success as the district 
hosted the Rockland County Inter-
mediate All-County this year.  It 
was held at Suffern High School.  
For two days, 84 string players, 77 
band participants, and 165 choral 
students rehearsed for hours and 
hours.  At four o-clock on Saturday 
afternoon, all groups presented an 
outstanding concert of highly chal-
lenging music.  It was a fabulous 
event! Enjoy the end of the school 
year and keep the good news com-
ing!!  

H I G H  SC HO O L  
C H R I S T I N E  V A N  D Y K E  

 Happy Spring!  That stork 
has continued with the deliveries 
to the English & History depart-
ments!  Owen Connolly, 2, is a big 
brother!  Best wishes to his mom, 
Kristin, upon the birth of her son, 
Jack Dylan.  Congratulations to 
Katie Girardi on the birth of baby 
girl #2, Eve Joan, who joins big 
sister, Amelia, 2.  This past Janu-
ary, John and Mary Lynn Callanan 
had their third child, John Joseph.  
He was welcomed by big brother 
and sister, Daniel and Marykate.  
The word on the street is 
(thankfully) the baby looks like 
mom!  Congratulations to Phil Tisi 
upon the birth of his grandson, 
Liam.     

 Have you seen Tom 
McTaggart daydreaming in the 
hallways?  He�s probably reminisc-
ing about his time spent in Valen-
cia, Spain in early March.  The 
governing body for Track and 
Field, the International Associa-
tion of Athletics Federations 
(IAAF) appointed Tom and only 
six others worldwide to its first 
International Starters Panel. The 
Panel will begin serving in a super-
visory capacity over all the race 
starts at all world and Olympic 
championship events in Track and 
Field.  In addition, USA Track and 
Field appointed Tom to be one of 
the starters at the USA Olympic 
Team trials in Eugene, Oregon at 

the end of June. 

 Rob Addon, the SHS Ath-
letic Trainer, is trying out a new 
workout�it�s called the ball and 
chain!  Best of luck on his upcom-
ing nuptials.  Teresa Pacor�s son, 
Jason (SHS class of �96), and his 
new wife, JoAnne, have moved up 
to Boston after tying the knot in 
February.  This was the second 
Pacor wedding in the last 6 
months! 

 Remember to send birth, 
wedding, graduation, or any other 
special announcements along for 
the next (and final) Newsnotes 
issue.  Have a great 4th quarter!! 
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CH ER RY  LA N E  
KE L LY  H I DA L G O  

 Since our last issue of 
Newsnotes there has been quite a 
baby boom in Cherry Lane! 
Chayna and Peter Prizel welcomed 
a daughter, Shyia, on January 25, 
2008. Kristen and Todd Langen-
mayr welcomed twins, Thomas and 
Jessica, on December 14, 2007. 
Andrew and Rachel Gibson wel-
comed a daughter, Grace, on Oc-
tober 26, 2007. Alisa and Chris 
Kadus welcomed a daughter, Abi-
gail, on December 7, 2006. Marga-
ret and Matthew Moetzinger wel-
comed a daughter, Anna, on April 
24, 2006. Jen and Ed Korn wel-
comed a daughter, Sophia, on 
March 15, 2006. Brett and Sherri 
Badendyck are expecting baby 
number two soon. 

 Thereare also many grand-
children to announce. Joan 
Dabrush is excited to see her fam-
ily growing with many new grand-
children.  Charlie is 5, Sadie is 1, 
and the newest members of the 
family are Jackson at 9 months, 
and Harriet at 2 months. Marianne 
Aguilar also became a grandmother 
to triplets named Michael, Taylor, 
and John, who all turn 1 on March 
5th. 

 In wedding news, this past 
summer Melanie Phillips and her 
husband, Wayne, celebrated the 
marriage of their daughter, 
Meghan, to Mark Thornewell. 
Marianne Aguilar celebrated the 
marriage of her daughter, Melissa, a 
Suffern High School graduate, to 
fellow SHS graduate, David An-
tonelli, on May 12th. 

 Cherry Lane also has a lot 
of graduation and personal news to 
share.  Nurse Leslie Cooper is go-
ing for her Master's Degree as a 
Nurse Practitioner.  Maria May 
would like to announce her daugh-
ter, Tina May, graduated from Im-
maculate Heart Academy High 
School and is attending Colgate 
University.  Maria has also become 
an adjunct professor at Fordham 
and St. Thomas Aquinas College.  
Cortney Steffens recently received 
a position as an adjunct professor 
at Fordham University. Keeley 
Mitchell and family are celebrating 
the graduation of daughter, Chris-
tine Williams, from Northeastern 
University.  Christine is receiving a 
Bachelor of Science degree in 
Speech Language Pathology and 
Audiology.  Her minors are Span-
ish, Psychology, and Early Inter-
vention.  She is graduating with 
honors and will pursue a Masters 
of Science degree in the same 
course of study. Jo-Ann Jaeger's 
daughter, Erica, ran her first 26 
mile Nike Women�s marathon in 
San Francisco last October.  She 
raised over $4000 for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma society. Instead of 
a medal, the runners received a lit-
tle extra incentive for finishing the 
race-- Tiffany designed silver run-
ner necklaces delivered on silver 
trays at the finish line by tuxedo 
clad San Francisco firefighters! 
Kristin Nicholson has taken to the 
stage and been doing some acting.  
Most recently, she portrayed Bobbi 
Michele in "The Last of the Red 

Hot Lovers" by Neil Simon at The 
Antrim Playhouse this season. In 
other stage news, Teri Fegarsky�s 
daughter Mariah performed in 
"Godspell" in Lake Carmel the 
weekend of April 4, 5 and 6.  Teri 
would also like to share that her 
daughter, Brianne, will be graduat-
ing from Fordham with a BSW 
(Bachelor of Social Work) May 
17th, and will complete her MSW 
the following year.  Teri and Janice 
Morgese are also planning a vaca-
tion to Hawaii this August. Donna 
Cardillo also had a wonderful 
travel experience in Februry of 
2007 when she went on a tour of 
Sicily and Rome and conducted a 
choir at the Vatican.   
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ALERT, ALERT, ALERT -  

NYSUT NEEDS YOUR HELP!  

 A debate over tenure is 
heating up and we need you to im-
mediately contact your elected state 
officials by visiting www.nysut.org 
where you can send an on line fax 
via the action box on tenure.  On 
the NYSUT website you may send 
a fax to strongly urge legislators to 
support the Assembly's proposed 

tenure clarification amendments. 
We must protect teachers' rights to 
a fair tenure process.  Contrary to 
an erroneous letter issued by the 
New York State School Boards As-
sociation, these amendments will 
not restrict local control or make it 
more difficult to deny tenure. Ten-
ure recommendations and deci-
sions will continue to be made at 
the district level by administrators, 

superintendents and school boards. 
These amendments simply clarify 
accountability provisions put into 
place last year by the Legislature 
and the governor to establish  

statewide standards for granting 
tenure.  

GO TO www.nysut.org  NOW 
TO FAX CONTACT YOUR 

LEGISLATORS! 

 

TE NUR E  AM EN DM ENT  
N Y SU T   

 

CH A N GE S  I N  RE P ORT I N G  O F  
CH I L D  ABU S E  
S Y L V I A  S A U N D E R S  -  N Y S U T  
 

 When you suspect a child is 
being abused outside the educa-
tional setting, the wisest course has 
always been to report your con-
cerns directly to the child abuse 
hotline.  Now that�s not just the 
most prudent response for teachers 
and other �mandated reporters,� 
it�s required by law. 

 Mandated reporters of child 
abuse now must directly report 
their suspicions to the Statewide 
Central Register for Child Abuse 
and Maltreatment, rather than rely 
on the school principal or supervi-
sor. 

 This change in Social Ser-
vices state law, sponsored by Sen-

ate Education Committee Chair-
man Stephen Saland, clarifies 
murky requirements that had been 
subject to varying interpretations. 

 The new law also makes it 
clear that school districts and other 
educational or health care employ-
ers cannot take retaliatory action 
against an employee who makes a 
child abuse report.  A principal or 
supervisor cannot demand that 
prior approval is necessary before a 
report of suspected child abuse or 
maltreatment is filed. 

 Anyone hwo is mandated 
to report suspected child abuse or 
maltreatment - and fails to do - 
could be charged with a class A 

misdemeanor and sued in civil 
court for monetary damages.  Man-
dated reporters who make a report 
in good faith continue to be pro-
tected by any criminal or civil liabil-
ity. 

 Further information and a 
guide for mandated reporters is 
available at:  
http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/.  

 

  

http://www.nysut.org
http://www.nysut.org
http://www.ocfs.state.ny.us/
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RTA END OF THE YEAR  

DINNER DANCE 

Wednesday, June 25, 2008 

 

COLONIAL INN 

Norwood, NJ 

 

The RTA will be honoring the  

following  

RETIREES: 

Dennis Babicke 

Barbara Burke 

Carolyn Huzenic 

Susan Velten 

 
DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

 

UP C OM I NG  RTA EVEN T S  
 

REACH THIRD ANNUAL 

FAMILY FUN RUN/WALK & 5K 

Sunday, June 8, 2008 

 

Joseph T. St. Lawrence Center  

(Torne Valley) 

The REACH Foundation is a 501(c)3 volunteer 
organization dedicated to supporting programs that 

benefit the community and the Ramapo Central  

school district. 

 

For further details visit: 

http://www.reachfoundation.org/press_FunR
un08.asp 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 

 

Monday, May 5, 2008 

4:30 

Suffern Middle School Auditorium 

UPCOMING  

RTA ELECTIONS 

Keep your eyes and ears open for further details 

RCSD BUDGET VOTE 

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2008 

PHONE BANK DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

RICH BOSCO MEMORIAL  

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

JOE GRASSO MEMORIAL  

GOLF TOURNAMENT 

 

DETAILS TO FOLLOW 

http://www.reachfoundation.org/press_FunR

