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N E W SN O T E S  

 I hope everyone is 
back in the swing of 
things! 
 RTA members 
have always been involved 
in giving. The next couple 
years are especially impor-
tant because the economy 
is in such poor shape. The 
RTA is supporting the 
United Way and People to 
People in cooperation with 
the RCTA . A special 
thanks to Cathy Mulhol-
land and Sue Madigan for 
coordinating these drives. 
The Making Strides cam-
paign to fight breast cancer 
was a tremendous success. 
Coordinator Jenna Den-
man and her legions in 
each school did a great job 
in getting people involved 
in this worthy effort. 
There are two new funds 
that were created this year: 
The Lisa Scholl Petronella 
Fund and the Patrick 
Faherty Fund. Please con-
sider supporting these new 
funds in remembrance of 
our colleagues. 
 

 We are faced with 
several critical challenges. 
Governor Patterson has 
proposed mid-year budget 
cuts. If successful, these 
cuts will have a drastic ef-
fect on our district. NY-
SUT is working tirelessly 
to try and fight back this 
threat to public education. 
You can find information 
on how you can contact 
your state representatives 
on ramapota.com. This is 
when Vote/Cope money 
really counts! The budget 
is not the only thing under 
attack. The pension system 
is also vulnerable during 
times like these. Changes 
in the pension system and 
retirement system will af-
fect new and veteran 
teachers’ alike! The goal is 
to have full participation in 
our Vote/Cope campaign! 
If you haven’t pledged 
your $35, please consider 
doing so immediately! 
 The theme for this 
year is patience! Swine Flu, 
Eschool, Rubicon, to 
name a few, will require 
tremendous patience on 

our part. Unfortunately, 
we often do not agree with 
how management deals 
with issues that affect our 
daily lives. In resolving 
these differences, we need 
to exercise a certain 
amount of patience. Fur-
thermore, nothing in edu-
cation moves quickly. To 
resolve an issue may take 
several months! It is un-
derstandable that people 
want things done yester-
day, but that is not the re-
ality. The budget season 
will not be easy this year. 
Given the crisis in Albany, 
we can expect significant 
cuts at RCSD. We will 
start negotiating a new 
contract next year. On-
teora is the only district in 
the Hudson Valley, whose 
contract expired in 2009, 
that has settled thus far! It 
will undoubtedly be the 
biggest challenge that 
we’ve faced since the early 
90’s.  So patience is not 
only a virtue, but a neces-
sity in these times. 
 
Solidarity forever! 
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S L OA T S B U R G  E L E M E N TA RY  
K E E L E Y  M I T C H E L L  

S U F F E R N  H I G H  S C H O O L  
C H R I S T I N E  V A N  D Y K E  

Here’s hoping that 
everyone had a successful start 
to the year and that our new 
staff has adjusted to their work 
environment.  Congratulations 
to the new English and Social 
Studies Department Chairs, 
Brian Murray and Jared Gelb!  

Brian is busy at work 
and at home, as he and wife, 
Gaffney, prepare for baby #2.  
Big–brother-to-be-Tynan 
wants to name his new 
brother, “sister”.   
 What’s better than 
one math teacher named 
O’Connor?  Two of them!  
Congrats to Kathryn 
(Birmingham) and Ed, on tying 
the knot this past summer.   

 First comes love, then 
comes marriage, and here 
comes Jenna with the baby 
carriage!  Congratulations to 
Jenna (Ferraro) Denman and 
her husband, Tim.  The newly-
weds are expecting baby #1 in 
early June.   
 Talk about luck of the 
Irish.  Sybil Flynn went on a 
fabulous three-week vacation 
to Ireland this summer.  She 
went with her boyfriend...and 
returned with her fiancé!  (Yes, 
the same guy.)   Congratula-
tions to Sybil and Justin Jeffs 
as they plan their wedding!   
 Susan and Tommy 
Madigan’s Halloween was full 
of treats, as they walked their 
daughter, AnnMarie, down the 

aisle.  The scariest part of the 
night?  The bill! 
 Thank you to Brian 
Schwartz and Skip Lyon for 
organizing the “Light the 
Night Walk”, honoring Pat 
Faherty.  There was great staff 
support and participation in 
the walk and the silent movie 
scholarship fundraiser.  Pat 
valued education above many 
things and the scholarship is a 
wonderful and fitting way to 
honor his memory.      
 Wishing you and 
yours a happy and healthy holi-
day season!  
 

 Greetings from 
Sloatsburg!  I had asked staff 
to share what is going on in 
their lives, so here we go! 
 “I took my family to 
Disney World in August, driv-
ing all the way, had a blast, still 
trying to recover from all the 
free dining.  That was the big 
thing!” Matt Berger 
  “My daughter Jacque-
line started here first long term 
teaching job in Septem-
ber.  She will be teaching 2nd 
grade at the Central Valley 
School in Monroe-
Woodbury from middle of 

Sept until the end of year for a 
leave replacement.  She makes 
the 3rd consecutive generation 
of teachers. My mom worked 
20 some odd years at Cherry 
Lane, me here and now her.” 
Debra Miller 
 “I did the two day 
walk in NYC for the Avon 
Breast Cancer (39.3 miles).” 
Joanne McDonough 
 "In spite of the wind, 
rain, and cold tempera-
tures, the enthusiasm and 
strong spirits of all the walkers 
made the Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer walk day 

on October 18th inspiring and 
fun for all in attendance. In the 
Hudson Valley at Woodbury 
Common Premium Outlets, 
we raised $690,000 and had 
6,100 walkers! Thank you to all 
the staff at Sloatsburg School 
who contributed to this cause. 
We are happy join with our 
colleagues across the state to 
raise money for this important 
cause." Sara Iannuzzi 
  Lastly, we want to say, 
“welcome” to our new Princi-
pal, Eric Baird and wish him a 
long and happy career here at 
Sloatsburg! 
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V I O L A  E L E M E N TA RY  
J E N  B U T L E R  

Union 
questions?      

NYSUT News 

Visit 

ramapota.com

S U F F E R N  M I D D L E  S C H O O L  
C H R I S T I N E  D ’ A N T O N I O  
K A R E N  F A L A S C A  

 Greetings from SMS!  
Unlike last year, SMS has only 
one pregnancy (so far) to re-
port at this time.  What a 
shame as we are sure we were 
all looking forward to another 
25 baby showers!  Scott and 
Kathy Wright are enjoying 
parenthood so much that they 
decided to go for baby #2 due 
in May!   
 In other baby 
news…..Faith Braut and her 
husband welcomed little Aiden 
in May.  Bob and Lisa Marina 
are proud to report that their 
barely 6 month old son is al-
ready reading!  See, just like the 
infomercials say, your baby 
CAN read!   

In other news, Hu-
manities teacher K.C. Davan is 
planning his 2010 nuptials with 
his fiancé.  Speaking of nup-

tials, Art teacher Joy Schwartz 
was married in October.  Con-
grats to both KC and Joy.   

Several of guitar 
teacher’s Aaron Minsky’s stu-
dents have been asked to join 
Tom Denny and the high 
school guitar players at their 
winter concert.  They have 
been working very hard per-
fecting their version of the 
Beetles’ “Come Together”.  
Good luck! 

Gayle Yodowitz (who 
celebrated her 30th wedding 
anniversary) is proud to an-
nounce that daughter, Crysten, 
is teaching at the Gates foun-
dation school in NYC.  Her 
daughter, Emily, is currently 
majoring in Political Science at 
college.  Lastly, daughter Sam 
is taking part in a comedy/
love/sports movie starring 

Reese Witherspoon, Jack 
Nicholson, Paul Rudd, Owen 
Wilson and our own Nick Ir-
ving!  How exciting!  Hope-
fully, when she’s famous she 
will remember all her RCSD 
teachers!  Speaking of fame, 
Sean Barnes has been twitter-
ing and tweeting about his lat-
est acting stint on the hit TV 
show “Glee”.  What a voice!  
He will be singing at K.C. Da-
van’s wedding for anyone in-
terested in hearing him per-
form.  Also, Mike and Rachel 
Tepper are currently shopping 
their idea for a new reality 
show titled “Mike and Rachel 
plus 2” focusing on the diffi-
culties of raising 2 kids while 
working full time!  Good luck, 
Tepper’s!   
 We wish you all 
Happy Holidays! 

We hope everyone 
had a great start to the year at 
Viola! Our baby boom contin-
ues and we have lots of baby 
news to report.  Ellen Philbrick 
welcomed her twin boys, Ai-
dan James and Collin Peter, on 
September 4th.  Dawn Postow-
loski is preparing for a special 
holiday gift on December 24th 
with the arrival of her second 
child, a soon to be sibling for 
her daughter, Kayla. Jackie 

Budnar is also expecting a bun-
dle of joy on April 5th!  It will 
be her first child.  

The Viola Visionaries 
is the team formed to support 
the ‘stridesonline’ event held at 
Woodbury Commons on Sep-
tember 18.  Kat McDonald, 
Jen Squilla, Nancy Casavis, 
Tara Goozee and Eileen Cun-
ningham walked and got wet 
and felt the cold!  However, 
the cause is a worthy one so – 

what’s wet and cold when you 
think about it. 
 We hope to continue 
to have more good news to 
share with our Ramapo Central 
colleagues soon. We hope you 
all had a great Thanksgiving 
and wishing you Happy Holi-
days to you and your families!  
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C H E R RY  L A N E  E L E M E N TA RY  
K E E L E Y  M I T C H E L L  

If I miss work for a prolonged 
period due to illness or to care 
for an ill family member, will I 
be assured of job, pay, benefit 
and other work protections? 
Collective bargaining rights must 
be respected. The federal govern-
ment has asked employers to be 
more flexible in their sick leave 
policies, but you need to talk to 
your union leaders to make sure 
that your job is secure in case of 
prolonged absenteeism due to 
your illness or taking care of a sick 
family member. Workers should 
not suffer loss of pay, benefits or 
other rights due to reasons related 
to the outbreak. Honoring con-
tract rights is also an important 
tool in preventing the spread of 
the virus in the workplace by pro-
viding incentive to ill employees to 
stay at home. If any contract is-

sues do arise related to H1N1, 
contact your local president imme-
diately. 
How will the decision be made 
to dismiss schools? 
The decision to dismiss students 
will be made at the community 
level. School officials should work 
closely with their local and state 
public health and government 
officials to make sound decisions, 
based on local conditions. The 
decision should consider the num-
ber and severity of cases in an 
outbreak (looking at regional and 
local data), the risks of flu spread 
and benefits of dismissal, the 
problems that school dismissal can 
cause for families and communi-
ties, and different types of dis-
missal (selective, reactive, and pre-
emptive). CDC or the state health 
department may recommend pre-

emptive dismissals based on infor-
mation that the outbreak is be-
coming more severe. An increase 
in flu spread without an impact on 
disease outcomes will not lead to 
the use of pre-emptive dismissals 
in most cases. 
What is the difference between 
a school dismissal and school 
closure? 
A school closure means closing 
the school and sending all the 
students and staff home. In a 
school dismissal, the school may 
stay open for staff while the chil-
dren stay home. 
Keeping school facilities open 
allows teachers to develop and 
deliver lessons and materials and 
other staff to continue to provide 
important services. 

G E T  T H E  F A C T S  O N  H1N1 
N Y S U T  C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  -  1 0 / 2 8 / 2 0 0 9  

 Here at Cherry Lane, 
we welcomed back our staff, in 
addition to the BOCES classes 
led by Deborah Smith and 
Maryruth Rella.   We also wel-
comed new employees, Lena 
Bader (library media specialist), 
Randi Lapp in for Janna 
Goodman (speech therapist), 
and Colleen Bertolino, in for 
kindergarten’s Kelly Hidalgo.   

Speaking of Kelly, she 
and her husband, Ryan, are 
happy to announce the arrival 
of their first baby, Alexander 
Ryan, born at Good Samaritan 
Hospital on June 20th.  He was 
6 lbs. 13 oz. and 21 inches 
long.  Andrew Gibson and his 
wife, Rachel, are celebrating 
the birth of their son, Samuel, 
born on August 9, 2009 weigh-
ing 7 lbs. 11 oz., also 21 inches 
in length.  Samuel joins his 
sister, Grace, who recently 
turned two years old. 

  This summer has not 
only brought us babies, but 
marriages as well.  Jean Savage 
was married to Bobby Wallace 
on July 10th.  The happy couple 
honeymooned in beautiful St. 
Lucia.   Paul Garofano and his 
wife, Jackie, were married on 
June 13th, 2009.  Their honey-
moon began on the island of 
Mallorca off the East coast of 
Spain.   Then they flew back to 
the main land where they ex-
plored the region of Catalonia.   
They traveled around Costa 
Brava, the wine regions of 
Catalonia, and finished their 
adventure on Las Ramblas of 
Barcelona.  Magnifico! 

Congratulations to-
Erin Young, recently married 
on November 21, 2009.  Katie 
Barnes is engaged to be mar-
ried to Greg Chertok.   Their 
wedding will take place No-
vember 13, 2010.  

Several of our staff 
members’ children graduated 
from high school and entered 
their first year of college.   Jen 
Fox (daughter of Lisa Fox) is 
now attending Bentley College 
where she is studying Interna-
tional Business.  Jen’s sopho-
more year will be spent in Hol-
land and her junior year will be 
in Spain.  Jen Maida (daughter 
of Frank and Pam Maida) is 
attending Oneonta and is 
studying Meteorology.   David 
Williams (son of Keeley 
Mitchell) is headed for SUNY 
Albany for a Bachelor's degree 
in Computer Sci-
ence.   Keeley’s daughter, 
Christine, started graduate 
school at Vanderbilt University 
in pursuit of a Master's degree 
in Speech Language Pathol-
ogy.   

Well, that’s all for 
now.  Happy Holidays! 
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S T U D E N T S ,  U N I O N S :   S T O P  B R E A K I N G  
P R O M I S E S  

C L A R I S S E  B U T L E R - B A N K S  
N E W  Y O R K  T E A C H E R  -  1 1 / 2 3 / 2 0 0 9  

 NYSUT leaders are 
imploring lawmakers to stand 
up for schools as the governor 
continues to press for midyear 
cuts to school aid. 
As New York Teacher went to 
press, lawmakers were working 
feverishly to find alternatives to 
huge midyear cuts. Gov. David 
Paterson's proposed Deficit 
Reduction Plan calls for more 
than $1 billion in cuts to educa-
tion and health care. 
"The governor is putting tre-
mendous pressure on lawmak-
ers to make midyear cuts to 
school aid," said NYSUT
Executive Vice President Alan 
Lubin. "We urge members of 
the Legislature to keep the 
promises made to our schools 
and our students." 
Senate Democratic Conference 
Leader John Sampson, D-
Brooklyn, reiterated his em-
phatic opposition to midyear 
education cuts. Similarly, Senate 
Minority Leader Dean Skelos, R
-Nassau, voiced his resistance to 
the cuts. 
Several special legislative ses-
sions have failed to produce a 
plan to close an estimated $3.2 
billion state budget gap. 
In October, Paterson proposed 
a $686 million cut in K-12 
school aid in the current school 
year. The announcement came 
just days after the governor 
called for a $500 million across-
the-board cut to state agencies, 
including more than $90 million 
from the State University sys-
tem and a proposal to cut $53 
million from the City University 
system. 
Community colleges would face 
$34 million in cuts, resulting in a 

reduction in base aid. 
Union members and students at 
colleges and universities across 
the state have staged rallies 
against the governor's proposed 
cuts while a coalition of parents, 
union members, citizens and 
education advocates joined 
forces in Albany this month 
calling on lawmakers to reject 
the governor's plan. 
"Funding that is in the class-
room today, the governor is 
proposing to take out tomor-
row," said Billy Easton of the 
Alliance for Quality Education 
at a coalition news conference. 
"Earlier this year, the governor 
and the Legislature failed to 
keep the promise to deliver the 
funding our courts ordered to 
ensure every child's constitu-
tional right to a quality educa-
tion. …These cuts are on top of 
broken promises," Easton said. 
The news conference, spon-
sored by AQE, NYSUT, the 
Campaign for Fiscal Equity, 
Citizen Action of New York, 
the state Council of School Su-
perintendents and the New 
York City Coalition for Educa-
tional Justice, was also attended 
by several parents. 
Irene Hawkesworth, a mother 
of five from Buffalo, was there 
with her 14 year-old-son, Wil-
liam. Her son's middle school 
will be closed if the cuts are 
approved, she said. 
Jose Gonzalez, a father of two 
from the Bronx, questioned the 
governor's actions. 
"How can the state raise expec-
tations, as they should, and then 
take away resources to help 
students meet the increasingly 
demanding requirements?" he 

said. For many poor parents, 
Gonzalez said, an education is 
all they have to offer their chil-
dren. 
"These cuts will hurt our 
schools that need funding most. 
... Our children are too impor-
tant to sacrifice," Gonzalez said. 
Steve Allinger, NYSUT's direc-
tor of legislation, said the pro-
posed cuts would dispropor-
tionately impact students in 
high-need districts. 
The statewide union has sug-
gested several cost-saving alter-
natives, calling on lawmakers to 
take advantage of lower interest 
rates to refinance state debt and 
proposing the state use bulk 
purchasing of prescription 
drugs. Energy conservation 
methods in schools could save 
upwards of $200 million, too. 
Although the governor has re-
sisted calls to tap the state's $1.5 
billion rainy day fund, in his 
first "Daily DRP" posting, he 
suggested most school districts 
would be able to absorb any 
school aid cuts by using their 
reserve funds. 
This is not the first time law-
makers have cut funding in the 
middle of a school year. 
In 1991, thousands of educators 
were laid off and schools were 
threatened with more than $900 
million in midyear cuts. 
Lawmakers eventually agreed to 
$190 million in cuts and other 
cost-savings measures, including 
limiting state aid reductions to 
1.5 percent of a district's overall 
budget. 
"We need lawmakers to stand 
firm and reject devastating mid-
year cuts," Lubin said. 
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Happy Holidays, 
from the RTA Family to yours! 

 
 

 When you have a ques-
tion regarding anything related to 
your conditions of employment 
here at the Ramapo Central 
School District, you should fol-
low the process that is outlined 
below: 
• Personally (not via email) 

contact and speak to a build-
ing rep and explain your 

questions or concerns. 
• If the building rep needs to 

get clarification, they will con-
tact the Vice President of the 
Association who is assigned 
to their grade level.  The 
R.T.A. has a Vice President 
assigned to the each of the 
following levels:  elementary, 
middle school, and high 

school. 
• If your building representa-

tive does not get back to you 
in a reasonable amount of  
time, please contact any 
member of the R.T.A. execu-
tive board with your con-
cerns. 
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